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e General Assistance Unemployable provides state-funded cash grants and health insurance for people
temporarily unemployable due to a short-term injury or illness. Federal coverage is available to
people with a long-term incapacity.

A. GAU is one of the Most Rapidly Growing Budget Programs.

e GAU (cash grants and medical) is projected to cost $245 million in 2005-07 — more than the
combined current state funding for WWU, EWU and Evergreen State College.
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B. Washington is Out of Step

e Washington is one of only 15 states with state-only funded assistance for the temporarily
unemployable and the only one in the Northwest. Spending is 6™ highest in the country.'

e In recognition that federal coverage is available for the long-term unemployable, several states time-
limit benefits for the “temporarily unemployable.” Washington does not.

C. Time-Limiting Eligibility Could Produce Substantial Savings

e Time-limiting eligibility for this temporary assistance program could save $84 million, while still
enabling long-term unemployable individuals to receive federal coverage.’

Bottom Line
Designed to be temporary assistance, GAU is run as an entitlement with no benefit time-limit. To fulfill the
program’s intent and prevent abuse, should restrictions apply?
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